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What is the VGB Act?

The Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act
is a federal law aimed at preventing drain
entrapment injuries and deaths in public pools and
spas. It requires specific safety features and
certifications for drain covers and suction outlets.




COMPLIANCE

All suction outlets must be

protected by Suction Outlet

Fitting Assembly’s tested and

certified to ANSI Standards

o Current ANSI standard:
ANSI/APSP/ICC-16 2017,
VGBA-2017

o Previous ANSI standards:
ANSI/APSP-16 2011 and
ASME/ANSI| A112.19.8
(2007,2008a, or 2009hb),
VGB-2008
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All Suction Outlet Fitting
Assemblies (SOFA), including
covers, sumps, frames and
hardware must be installed
according to Manufacturer’s
specifications. Certified flow rate
of the SOFA must exceed the
maximum system flow determined
by maximum pump flow rate or
verified Total Dynamic Head
test(s).
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/ﬂ\& Suction outlet design must

include one or more of the
following:

o Dual Main Drains

o Gravity Drain System
o Safety Vacuum Release
System (SVRS) on Single

Suction Outlets

o NOTE: Minnesota does NOT
consider an SVRS on a
Blockable Single Suction
Outlet to be compliant.
Minnesota will allow an
SVRS on a Blockable single
suction outlet if retrofitted
with a compliant
Unblockable Retrofit cover.

o Unblockable Suction Outlet
Fitting Assembly (SOFA)
where the cover and sump
are certified Unblockable.

r\ Manufacturer’s Certificate of

Compliance with date of
installation must be maintained
for the life of each cover and
readily available.

All covers must be replaced at
the end of their marked life.

Immediately close the pool if a drain cover is missing,

loose, or damaged.
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